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let the etlucatlon
revolution’ begin

“Aregon’s next legislative session must focus on

ijob-creation and education. .

- %2¥ The former is a no-brainer. The latter has be-

- come an.absolute necessity. )

Early signs of an education revolution are encour- - -
aging. -

- @ Former Gov. John Kitzhaber’s transition team

is already working on his campaign promise to create

thousands of new jobs by weatherizing schools across

the state,

@ The Dec. 13 Oregon Business Summit w1]1 in-
clude a discussion on new ed- .
ucational funding models. As

The POOT  oregon Business Plan Steer- -
ng Committee members trav-

ECONOMY NAS  eled the state in the past year -
to discuss regional priorities,
‘made Edﬂ{;ﬁ- education was a conslstent

! , - Spec:ﬁca]ly, regional lead-
tion i’e!m‘m a ers in Baker City, Astoria,
:~+ Central Oregon and Klamath
hOt tOplC.:_ Falls all rated education re-' "
form a top priority.
@ Four Oregon state legrs
lators Democrats Rod Mon-
roe and Betty Komp and Republicafs Frank Morse
and John Hiffman — will convene an education sum-
mit on Dec. 7 in Salem. The gathering, which is open
“only to state legislators anid staffers, seeks to explore
bipartisan solutions o earlycluldhood and K12 edu— .
cation funding. ’ -
¥ nothing else, Oregon’s ploddmg economy is fo- -
menting discussions that were politically untenab}.e
‘3ustafewyears ago. v

Momentum is growing behand Umvers1ty of Or-
egon President Richard Lariviere's plan to do away
with annual state funding in favor of a public-private
endowment for higher education.

As Lariviere notes, at about $60 million annual]y
U(0’s share of the state thhereducahon budget is ac-
tually smatler than it was two decades ago.

Any overhanl must also include ecrimumity col-
leges and their role in work force development. Sys-
tems across the state report double-digit enrollment
increases for the 2010:2011 school year. -

None of these initiatives will come without pain. The
2011 legislative session could be particularly brutal, as
state leaders face a daunting $3.5 billion budget gap.

At least now there's 2 newfound wrgency to fix the

- sad state of education in Oregon.




